
tarian ethics). Imagine, however, that such theological objections
to the use of fetal tissue were not raised until after fetal tissue-
derived organs were proven as successful, lifesaving treatments
for adults.

It is highly unlikely that the technology would therefore be
abandoned, even by believers. But since theological objections
to the use of fetal tissue have been well known and were theo-
logically well developed from the outset, it has been possible
to drive the development of a medical technology in a direc-
tion different from what it might have done otherwise, though
fetal tissue research is still underway. One hopes that more
such ethical success stories could derive from closer relation-
ships between scientists and theologians.

Dr. Stevin H. Gehrke
Manhattan, Kansas

T N B  C
On November , , the Fortress Press New Books Spring
 catalog arrived with its list of delicacies—a little pre-season-
al, but nevertheless welcome. Some offerings were predictable
and ho-hum. Taboo or Not Taboo is subtitled “Sexuality and
Family in the Hebrew Bible.” Price . Excavating Q is subtitled
“The History and Setting of the Sayings of the Gospel.” Priced at
, James M. Robinson calls it a must for those interested in lit-
erary reconstruction. Just how will we know when we have
found the authentic and original Q? Not for a long time, I hope.
That would spell the end of seminars and books. Of course, con-
servatives have their elusive autographa to search for. Just how
will we know that we have come upon real thing? In Her Own
Time is the only purely recognizable feminist-type offering. A
collection of essays, it is subtitled “Religion and Women’s Life
Cycles.” A brief italicized phrase describes its contents as “possi-
bilities and hurdles in the life span of women.” One of its conclu-
sions is that “women’s developmental stages cannot automatical-
ly be assumed to match those of men.” Speak of revolutionary
ideas! Price . New Faith describes itself as “A Black Christian
Woman’s Guide to Reformation, Re-Creation, Rediscovery,
Renaissance, Resurrection and Revival.” Feministic and Afro-
American theologies are brought together. Apart from its limited
intended audience, how can any book with  pages cover such
vast topics? Leaving out “re-creation,” these words in another
context covered a period of about five hundred years. Price
.. Five other books either guiding women clergy in giving
pastoral care or in giving such care to women are located in
icon-sized spaces at the bottom of the pages. The good news is
such topics account for a diminishing percentage of Fortress’s
offerings. This is also true of the seminars at the  meeting 
of the Society of Biblical Literature and American Academy of
Religion. Just how much can one say on such topics and remain
original? Is it too much to say that if you have read one, you have
read the others?

The good news is that the Fortress catalog announces that a
new edition of the Book of Concord, edited by LCMS professor
Robert Kolb of Saint Louis and ELCA professor Timothy J.

 

Wengert of Philadelphia, will be available in May . Hard-
covered with  pages, it will list at . The old synodical con-
ference Triglotta, now published by Northwestern (WELS), pro-
vides a single English translation for both the Latin and German
versions of the Lutheran Confessions that makes it difficult, if
not impossible, to appreciate either one. It cannot really be used
for serious study, though it has served nobly in our circles for
years. The currently used Tappert Edition is sometimes just
wrong, and the editorial notes in the footnotes take on a confes-
sional authority by themselves. This would not be a bad thing, 
if only they were right in each instance. So we look with antici-
pation to May in order to do our own sleuthing through the new
edition.

A new edition of The Book of Concord could result in the
kind of confessional awakening that happened in the Tennessee
Synod in the mid-s when the Henkel brothers published the
first English translation of the Lutheran Confessions, an
astounding feat on the American frontier. Shortly before, Samuel
S. Schmucker had prepared An American Recession of the
Augsburg Confession, which got rid of such annoying elements as
baptismal regeneration. Confessional Lutheranism seemed a lost
cause among her American children. The other confessions did
not count much for Schmucker and could be ignored. They did
count for the Henkels. Fortress notes that the May  edition
will take into consideration a wealth of scholarly developments,
and on that account we can only await its publication with
enthusiastic anticipation.

Now for the irony of it all. Even this new edition of the Book
of Concord contains documents that condemn the alliances and
agreements that the owners have made with the Reformed and
the Vatican. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), which owns Fortress Press, is now in full formal pulpit
and altar fellowship with Reformed and Episcopal denomina-
tions and has participated in a declaration with the Church of
Rome to live and let live in regard to the doctrine of justification.
These alliances let ELCA Lutherans continue to be Lutherans;
they just may not complain about what these churches teach.
But this is what the Lutheran Confessions are all about.
Traditionally, Lutheran Reformation services have had a slightly
anti-Roman Catholic tinge. With an armistice called on
justification—that’s what the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine 
of Justification is —just how is this done now?

Then there is the other side of spectrum. Luther was not too
far into the Reformation (about ) when he realized that his
real problem was not the pope but the Reformed. Rome at least
had sacraments that worked. Zwingli had sacramental rites that
he said didn’t work, though his Lutheran opponents were con-
vinced that his baptism did something supernal, even though he
denied it. The Reformed with whom the Lutherans signed the
Formula of Agreement have not come much further. The
Agreement with the Reformed is much worse that the
Declaration with Rome. The Declaration is a live-and-let-live
with Rome. Terms of the Agreement let and encourage Lutherans
to do with the Reformed what before they could only do with
other Lutherans.

What Lutherans believe can be found in the Book of Concord.
What Lutherans do not believe can also be found there, but these



  

are the very things that the ELCA says it is permissible for
Christians in other churches to believe. The subtitle for the May
 Fortress edition of the Book of Concord is The Confessions
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. But this book is listed as the
one option in the catalog’s category of church history (p. ). That
might just be where the Lutheran Confessions now belong for a
lot of Lutherans. Perhaps this can be explained by the absence in
the catalog of a category of “theology,” under which an edition 
of the Lutheran Confessions could be listed. Page , however,
offers the category of “black theology” with a book entitled
Down, Up, and Over (a title that could be used to describe ELCA
happenings at their  and  conventions). Somehow one
gets the impression that confessional Lutheranism no longer
qualifies as theology in the same sense that such up-to-date the-
ologies as liberation, feministic, and black theologies do.

We extend our congratulations and thanks to Fortress and the
editors and translators of the new edition and wish them success
in its sales in its parent church. This might be another case where
the sower went out to sow some seed and some fell on the good
ground. Annual sales at the LCMS seminaries should account for
‒ copies. A ray of hope will be seen if the ELCA seminar-
ies can work for -percent coverage.

David P. Scaer
Fort Wayne, Indiana

B  I
Some, like Rev. Michael Ernst of Hales Corners Lutheran Church in
Hales Corners, Wisconsin, have publicly aired their displeasure at
the fact that the Lutheran Church —Missouri Synod did not sign
the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification along with
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the Roman
Catholic Church. They say that Dr. Barry’s objection to the docu-
ment is merely personal and that the joint declaration actually por-
trays a praiseworthy concord between churches formerly divided by
the Reformation. One of the camels they quaff in doing so, howev-
er, is the Bull of Indiction of the Great Jubilee of the Year  or
Incarnationis Mysterium proclaimed by Pope John Paul . How
could anyone imagine that a church that still commends works of
indulgence possibly understands justification in a way worthy of 
a joint declaration with the Lutheran confession? What follows is
from the final pages ‒ of the document (Publication No. -),
which can be ordered by calling ---.

Conditions for Gaining the Jubilee Indulgence. By the present
decree, which implements the will of the Holy Father expressed
in the Bull of Indiction of the Great Jubilee of the Year , and
by virtue of faculties granted by the same Supreme Pontiff, the
Apostolic Penitentiary defines the discipline to be observed for
gaining the jubilee indulgence.

All the faithful, properly prepared, can fully enjoy, throughout
the Jubilee, the gift of the indulgence, in accordance with the fol-
lowing norms.

While indulgences granted either generally or by special
rescript remain in force during the Great Jubilee, it should be

noted that the jubilee indulgence also can be applied in suffrage
to the souls of the deceased: such an offering constitutes an out-
standing act of supernatural charity, in virtue of the bond which,
in the Mystical Body of Christ, unites the faithful still on pil-
grimage here below and those who have already ended their
earthly journey. Then too, the rule that a plenary indulgence 
can be gained only once a day remains in force during the entire
jubilee year.

The high point of the jubilee is the encounter with God the
Father, through Christ the Saviour present in his Church and in 
a special way in the Sacraments. For this reason, the whole jubilee
journey, prepared for by pilgrimage, has as its starting point and
its conclusion the celebration of the Sacraments of Penance and
of the Eucharist, the paschal mystery of Christ, our peace and our
reconciliation: this is the transforming encounter which opens us
to the gift of the indulgence for ourselves and for others.

After worthily celebrating sacramental confession, which ordi-
narily, according to the norm of Canon  of the Code of
Canon Law and of Canon  §  of the Code of Canons of the
Eastern Churches, must be individual and complete, each mem-
ber of the faithful, having fulfilled the required conditions, can
receive or apply the gift of the plenary indulgence during a suit-
able period of time, even daily, without needing to go to confes-
sion again. It is fitting however that the faithful should frequently
receive the grace of the Sacrament of Penance, in order to grow in
conversion and in purity of heart. Participation in the Eucharist,
which is required for all indulgences, should properly take place
on the same day as the prescribed works are performed.

These two culminating moments must be accompanied, first
of all, by the witness of communion with the Church, manifest-
ed by prayer for the intentions of the Roman Pontiff, and also 
by acts of charity and penance, following the indications given
below: these acts are meant to express the true conversion of
heart to which communion with Christ in the Sacraments leads.
Christ is truly our forgiveness and the expiation of our sins (cf. 
Jn :). By pouring into the hearts of the faithful the Holy Spirit
who is the “remission of all sins,” he guides each individual
towards a filial and trusting encounter with the Father of mer-
cies. From this encounter springs a commitment to conversion
and renewal, to ecclesial communion and to charity towards our
brothers and sisters.

Likewise confirmed for the coming jubilee is the norm where-
by confessors can commute, on behalf of those legitimately
impeded, both the work prescribed and the conditions required.
Cloistered men and women religious, the infirm (and all those
who for whatever reason are not able to leave their own house)
can carry out, in lieu of a visit to a certain Church, a visit to the
chapel of their house; should even this be impossible for them,
they can gain the indulgence by spiritually uniting themselves
with those carrying out the prescribed work in the ordinary
manner and by offering to God their prayers, sufferings and dis-
comforts. With regard to the required conditions, the faithful
can gain the jubilee indulgence:

. In Rome, if they make a pious pilgrimage to one of the
Patriarchal Basilicas, namely, the Basilica of Saint Peter in the
Vatican, the Archbasilica of the Most Holy Saviour at the
Lateran, the Basilica of Saint Mary Major and the Basilica of




